
The Road
The path most people walk, start to finish. You are somewhere on it now.

Investigation
Months to years. Often unseen.

Indictment
The charges become formal

Evidence and back-and-forth
Discovery and motions. Often slow.

Fork 1: Trial or plea

Trial
A small share of cases. Risky.

Plea
The path most people take

Acquitted
Free. It happens.

Convicted
Rejoins the road

Presentence interview
In person or video. Lawyer attends.

Fork 2: Bond or custody

Wait at home on bond
Then self-surrender later

Held in custody
If held before sentencing

Sentencing

Designation and transfer
Where you will go

Life on the inside
Its own world, its own time

Pre-release
RRC and home confinement (2CA)

Supervised release
States may call it parole

The life after
You are still standing
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